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THE HYBRID GARDEN

The Story of the Chimera

The story of the Chimera, an old Greek myth about a creature part lion, snake and goat, highlights
how the imagination and self can thrive when unexpected elements are brought together. With this
installation, we sought to draw upon this notion and connect it to the history of the site in question.
Copenhagen has a strong historic relationship to its waters. Once the province of fishermen and mer-
chants, today they offer a way to confront the challenges the city and world face. How is it possible to
produce energy in a sustainable, creative way ? This installation explores this problem, juxtaposing
and intertwining science, mythology, and nature.

Science, Mythology and the Sea: their interaction and opposition.

Algae is at the heart of the installation. It covers a large canopy and forms the installation’s centre-
prece. The algae’s growth creates a thriving, self-sufficient ecosystem. The technology employed acts as
a catalyst, Spjurr’[ng on [{s growth. T /zogg/z this form of big-energy production is not l/{e most efficient
generator of electricity; it grounds the installation firmly in Copenhagen's water and its history: The
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How does this world function and to what end ?

The environment is autonomous, complex like all living organisms, and is able to evolve and change in
unexpected ways. The technique used, nonetheless, guarantees a high level of safety for the visitor. The
unpredictable, shifiing aspects of the installation are present in the development of new spaces, experi-
mental hybirdisation, the unforeseen growth and adaptation of different plants and the arrival of new
insects and small mammals. A micro-climate exists between the ground and canopy: The tubes resemble
a greenhouse, reheating the air below. Rain water is collected and recycled as a mist, producing a
humud atmosphere for the plants. Light is also filtered through the tubes. Such a fertile environment
provides the ideal conditions for plants to grow.
Algae therefore proliferates on the surface of the water. The visitor finds herself under an ocean of
algae, placed above her head, light filtered through the algae and its water. She is subfgzé ged in an
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unrecognisable environment. The canopy is the sky and this sky is a moging,
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